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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 

The Hamilton Naturalists' Club is interested in promoting public 
interest in the appreciation, study and conservation of our natural heritage. 
Meetings are held monthly from September to May inclusive and visitors are 
always welcome. Outdoor field events are scheduled throughout the year. 

MEMBERSHIPS fall into the following categories: Life - @200.00; 
Contributing - @20.00; Active - @10.00; Joint (husband and wife) - @12,00; 
Student - @3.00; Corresponding -(residing over 20 miles from Hamilton) 
and Senior Citizens - @5.00. 


For further information contact our Membership Secretary, Barry 
Cherriere, 506-575 Queenston Road, Hamilton, Ontario L8K 1X1 or phone 
560-7476. 


A RTICLES COMING UP : 

Christmas Bird Count; 1980 Phenological Summary; Report From Austria, 
Spring Hawk Migration -South Shore Lake Ont. 1980; and more. 
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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDEN T 

Throughout the fall, club members have been busy sharing their knowledge with 
other groups and a few of these instances have come to my attention, 

Madge Gillespie, Jo Harschnitz,Evelyn Morris, Marion Wallace and Betty Wykes 
have been involved as volunteers with the Nature Inerpretive Programme at the 
R.B.G, guiding classes of school children on nature walks. 

Bill Read led a nature walk for the Save the Valley Committee on their Outdoor 
Day in the late summer and he opened many eyes to the flora and fauna of the 
Red Hill Creek Valley. 

Bob Westmore assisted a group of cubs to work towards earning their nature 
badge at Camp Manitou in late November. 

I am certain many more of you have been involved too. Keep up the good work. 

Bill Read also represented the H.N.C. at a workshop held in early September 
dealing with government regulatory tribunals. A copy of the handbook which 
wa3 distributed "Guidebook on How to Prepare Cases for Administrative Tri¬ 
bunals" is available for members to use. Contact nib at 527-0333 if you wish 
to borrow it. Thanks Bill for giving up a weekend': td gain knowledge which 
will help to guide the club in the future, ' ■ ' 

On November 14 & 15, I represented the H.N.C. at Hamilton Environment CO 
Conference held at Mohawk College and prepared a modest-display, "Ferns of ' , ' 
the Red .Hill Valley", As indicated by the press, attendance was not great and 
this was unfoi'tunate since the papers' presented Were well prepared and the 
presentations were excellent discussing air, water and solid waste environ¬ 
mental control programs in the Hamilton area. Although improvements have been 
made in all aspects of pollution control, the majority of the speakers indicated 
that there is still much to be done. 

Bob Elstone reports that the building of bluebird nestboxes in his barn at 
120 Mountain Brow Rd,, Waterdown, is under way. If you would like to become 
involved give Bruce Duncan a call (765-3322 or 763-32S3) and he will put you 
in touch with the group. 

If you missed Bob Bateman's outstanding presentation "Falkland Islands and 
Antarctica" at our H.N.C. meeting last January, he will be bringing that same 
address to the Colour Photographic Club of Hamilton meeting on Thursday, 

January 22 in the R.B.G. Auditorium, Visitors are welcome. 

My best wishes to all for a Very Happy Hew Year. Let's make 19C1 a year of 
learning more about the wonders of nature and a year of sharing with others 
this knowledge which so enriches our own lives. 

Aubrey and Shirley Tate will.be on hand to welcome you to the:meeting on 
January 12. Hope to see you then. 

Hazel Broker 


THANKS TO THE BAILLIS BIRDAT HPN PA RTICIPANTS 

Congratulations and sincere thanks to Jean Crankshaw, to David Agro and to 
Barry Cherriere who was the Club's official representative this year for their 
fine performance in. the 1980 jBaillie Birdathon. 

■ (continued on next page) 
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FOR JANUARY 


Time 

Place 


MONDAY, JANUARY 12, 1901 at C;00 P,M. 

Royal Botanical Gardens Centre Auditorium 
5G0 Plains Road West, Burlington, Ontario 
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Speaker A program by D.W, COWELL and Q.M, WICKWARE entitled 

"ECOLOGICAL LAND SURVEY OF THE HUDSON BAY LOWLAND 
COASTAL ZONE" 

Don't miss this first meeting of the new year. Invite a 
friend and learn more about this unique area of our 
province. Refreshments will be served afterwards and 
you can meet our guests personally. Slides will also be 
shown on the Group Show Screen in the foyer. 

Next Meeting - Monday, February 9, 1901 


VISITORS WELCOME 


STAY FOR FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS 


CLUB FIELD EVENTS JAN/FEB/Cl CLUB FIELD EVENTS 

SUNDAY, JAN,4 C;00 A.M. 

Winter Waterfowl Census - An' opportunity to observe and identify waterfowl 
wintering in our area. Meet at Dundurn Castle parking lot. Bring a lunch. 
Leader: Bob Curry Ancaster 640-6095 


SATURDAY, JAN.17 11:00 A.M. 

Winter on the North Shore of Cootes Paradise - A leisurely walk through 
fields, woods and marsh. Meet at R.B.G. Arboretum parking lot. Bring a 
lunch. 

Leader: Hazel Broker Hamilton 527-0333 


SUNDAY, FEB, 0 9;00 A.M. 
Ski and Snowshoe Hike in Beverly Swamp - Meet at M.T.C. yard at corner of 
Hwy. #52 and Hwy. #0. Pack a lunch. 

Leader: Bruce MacKenzie 659-7320 


SATURDAY, FEB. 2C 1;00 P.M. 

Owl Prowl - A chance to observe owls and other birds wintering in our area. 
Pack a snack for supper and plan to stay out until 7:00 p.m. Meet at 
Dundurn Castle parking lot. 

Leader: Bob Curry Ancaster 640-6895 

Thanks to Birdathon Participants - (cont'd from page 72) 

No. of Species Amount Raised 

Jean Crankshaw 85 Ii> 191.25 

Da.vid Agro 109 $ 438.73 

Barry Chorriere 95 5i> 1,26 6.77 

Total $ 1,896.75 

All three assigned 25$ of their proceeds to the H.N.C. and as a result $474.19 
has been placed in the Sanctuary Fund. 

Sincere thanks to these members and to those who sponsored them. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


CORRESPONDENCE 


THANKS FROM THE HAMILTON REGION C ONSERVATION AUTHORITY 
Dear Mr. Curry: 

As you are now aware, the acquisition of the Potter property at the Crieff 
Bog has been completed, with the Authority share being funded through the 
most generous donation by the Hamilton Naturalists' Club, 

The Full Authority, at its meeting of September 1Cth,asked that I extend to 
the Hamilton Naturalists' Club the thanks and sincere appreciation of the 
Authority for the donation toward the 35 acres at the Crieff Area. The 
Authority Executive at its meeting on October 2nd, also authorized staff to 
meet with representatives of the Naturalists' Club to finalize details in 
establishing a suitable memorial in honour of Dr. Bert MacLaren, Ben Vanderburg 
will be contacting club representatives further on this matter. 

Please express our appreciation to your full membership for their support in 
our mutual endeavours. 

Yours truly, 

Wm. Powell 


KEEP OUR LENDING LIBRARY WORKING 


The Hamilton Naturalists' Club conducts an extensive publication exchange 
program with wildlife and conservation groups in many parts of Canada and the 
United States, By this means we are provided with a wide selection of 
interesting and useful information. 

These publications, newsletters,pamphlets and magazines are available to 
you, the members, each month at our regular meetings. They may be borrowed for 
one month by simply signing the book at the literature table. 

Our collection of material serves another and very important purpose too. 

At regular intervals it is turned over to the Royal Botanical Gardens where it 
is kept on permanent file and made available to the public for reference, It 
also becomes part of the recorded history of conservation activities in Ontario. 
When we lose an item of this literature there is a gap in the records that is 
difficult if not impossible to fill, 

Unfortunately the number of such losses are significant and have created a 
problem for this worthwhile program. Publications are being borrowed but not 
returned, with the result that the files are not complete and therefore of less 
value. Every issue is important. 

You are urged to track down any wayward copies you may have, no matter 
how old, and bring them along to the next meeting, A lot of people will be 
most grateful for your help, 

- :- Marvin Grove 

SUMMER NATURALIST?INTERPRETER JOBS IN ALG ONQUIN PARK 

Seasonal interpretive naturalist positions within the Ontario Ministry of 
Natural Resources may be available for 1981 in Algonquin Park. The full 
seasonal interpretive staff consists of about 10 amateur naturalists, with a 
wide range of interests. Successful candidates for openings in these positions 
usually have some background in most fields of natural history with perhaps a 
specialty in one, e.g. birds,plants or insects. Preference is given to quali¬ 
fied applicants xMio will be potentially available in following years(such as 
students in their last years of high school or.first one or two years of their 

(continued on page 75) 
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MINUTES OP GENERAL MEETING OP THE HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB Held on Monday, 
Dec ember 8, 1980, at Royal Botanical Ga rd ens_Cen t re 1 _ Burli ngton 1 ^Ont 1 _at 8:00 p m-. 

Hazel Broker, President, was in the chair for the last meeting of the year. 

She welcomed the over 100 members and guests who were present. 

Hazel asked for volunteers for the two bird counts which would be taking 
place shortly and she announced that Robert Curry will organize a waterfowl 
census in January, 1981, 

Bruce Duncan explained the situation regarding logging in the Backus Woods 
area belonging to the Long Point Region Conservation Authority. Under a manage¬ 
ment agreement with the Ministry of Natural Resources, the Ministry is proposing 
to do selective logging in this area, which is an area of Carolinian forest. 

Members wore urged to write to the Conservation Authority, the Ministry and to 
sign a petition which was circulated at the meeting, protesting this logging. 

Members of the Club who participated in the 1980 Baillie Birdathon raised 
Si,896.75 of which 25 % ($474.19) has been given to the Club's Sanctuary Fund. 

Thanks were expressed for the effort of these members. 

Norman Ralston introduced our guest for the evening, Dr. James Pringle of 
the Royal Botanical Gardens, where he is Plant Taxonomist. His special fields 
of interest are lilacs and gentians. 

Dr. Pringle's presentation entitled 'A Naturalist's Trip to Peru' revealed 
the diversity both scenically and ecologically of the country. Prom the arid 
west coast areas where Lima, tho capital, is situated he took us to the high 
Andes with settlement at 3000 - 4000 m. and then to the lush rain forest of the 
Amazon basin near Iquitos. 

Besides showing slides of plants and flowers, including gentians, of the high 
Andes and tropical rain forest, Dr. Pringle gave us views of some of the archi¬ 
tecture of Lima, Huancaya and Cuzco. The shots of the pre-Spanish ruins near^ 
Cuzco and at Machu Picchu were fascinating, as were the photographs of the rail¬ 
ways and roads reaching up into tho high mountains - real feats of engineering. 

Marion Shivas thanked Dr. Pringle for his most interesting talk. This was 
seconded by Hazel Broker who thanked Dr. Pringle for all the willing help he has 
given members in the past in plant identification. 

The meeting ended with Hazel thanking Norman and Mary Pomfret for acting as 
greeters; to Bill Campbell, Jim Dowall, Ron Hepworth, Jane and Betty Lewarne for 
their slides used in the Foyer presentation and to Shirley Element and the members 
who provided cookies for the refreshments. Hazel wished everyone a Happy Christ¬ 
mas season and a Happy New Year. 

Barbara Reid, Secretary 


Summer Naturali st/inte rpre ter Jobs - (cont'd from page 74) 
university courses). 

Requests for applications and other inquiries should be addressed to: 
Interpretive Services Supervisor, 

Ministry of Natural Resources, 

Box 219", Whitney, Ont. KOJ 2M0 Telephone ( 705 ) 633-5592 
The final date for applications is F ebruary 15, 1981 (j^atm arkjed.) 

Hamilton Pall Bird Count - (cont'd from page 76) 

Lydia Hamilton, Mark Jennings, Barry Jones, Shirley Element, A. V. Mason, Eovin 
McLaughlin, George Meyers, Pierre Mineau, Evelyn Morris, George & Laurel North, 
Dave & Thelma Powell, Jim Pringle, Barry Ranford, Tom & Anne Reid, Bob & Jean 
Schiebe, Paul Smith, Rick Snider, Bob Stamp, Helen Taylor, Cathleen Troy, Peter & 
H. van Dyken, Rob Waldhuber, Gerry Whitworth, Chauncey & Sarah Wood, Alan Wormmg- 
ton. (Hamilton Naturalists' Club & South Peel Naturalists' Club). 
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HAMILTON FALL BIRD COUNT, 1930 

Area Covered: All points within 25 miles centred at Dundurn Castle,Hamilton, 
Ontario and including Lake Ontario shoreline from Port Credit to Grimsby, 
parts of Credit,Oakville and Bronte Creeks, Sheridan Nursery,Bronte Woods, 
Mountsberg Dam, Valens Conservation Area, the Grand River from Caledonia to 
Cayuga,Brantford,Ancaster, Sulphur Springs,Dundas Valley,Christie 1 s Dam, 

Dundas Marsh, and Hamilton Bay. 

November 2,1900: 6a.m. to 6 p.m. Temperature 4 degrees C.Wind NW 0 to 10 mph. 
Mostly cloudy with a few 3unny periods. 5C observers in 33 parties.Total 
party hours: 192. 

Common Loon 102;Red-necked Grebe 5; Horned Grebe 49 ;Pied-billed Grebe 2; 
Double-crested Cormorant 1{Great Blue Heron 56;Mute Swan 17{Canada Goose 1409; 
Mallard 1357{Black Duck 6C9;Gadwall 615;Pintail 75;Green-winged Teal 31C; 
Blue-winged Teal 2{Northern Shoveler 5;American VJigeon 267{Wood Duck ll;Red- 
head 1156{Ring-necked Duck 5;Canvaaback 21;Greater Scaup 93;Lesser Scaup 103; 
Scaup sp.223{Common Goldeneye 510;Bufflehead 763;Oldsquaw 1010;White-winged 
Scoter 261 ;Surf Scoter 2{Black Scoter 1{Scoter sp.3{Ruddy Duck 3{Hooded 
Merganser 70; Red-breasted Merganser 1530{Common Merganser 630{TurkeyVulture 3; 
Goshawk 1; Sharp-shinned Hawk 3; Cooper's Hawk 6; Red-tailed Hawk 332; Red¬ 
shouldered Hawk 5; Rough-legged Hawk 4; Buteo sp. 3; Marsh Hawk 20) Osprey 1 
(T.&E.R,); American Kestrel 27{Ruffed Grouse 18{Ring-necked Pheasant 6; 

American Coot 124;Killdeer 207{Black-bellied Plover 20{American Woodcock 7; 

Common Snipe 19{ Spotted Sandpiper 1(K.M;R.W;P.M.){Greater Yellowlegs 24; 

Lesser Yellowlegs 7; Pectoral Sandpiper 4;White-rumped Sandpiper 4{Dunlin 950; 
Sanderling 3;Phalarope sp.l{Great Black-tacked Gull 79{Herring Gull 2270; 
Ring-billed Gull 2332; Bonaparte's Gull 5{Common Tern 3(K.B;J.&C,C.){ Caspian 
T e rn 2 (L. &X.F.) ;R.ock Dove 957 {Mourning Dove 297 ; Screech Owl 6 {Great Horned 
Owl 10; Long-eared Owl 3; Saw-whet Owl 2{Belted Kingfisher 23{Common Flicker 30; 
Pileated Woodpecker 3; Hairy Woodpecker 3C{Downy Woodpecker 152{Easter Phoebe 
4; Easter n Wood Pewee 1(A.W;R.F.){Horned Lark 164; Tree Swallow 320;Rough- 
winged Swallow 6; Blue Jay 667{Common Crow 1643:Black-capped Chickadee 1203; 
Tufted Titmouse 2(B.M.){White-breated Nuthatch 146;Red«breasted Nuthatch 21; 

Brown Creeper 23; Winter Wren 3{Carolina Wren 1{Long-billed Marsh Wren 1; 

Northern Mockingbird 15; Grey Catbird 2; American Robin 1007{Hermit Thrush 45; 
Veery 1(L.&X.F.){Eastern Bluebird 3; Thrush sp.1{Golden-crowned Kinglet 126; 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 58{Water Pipit 279;Bohemian Waxwing 1(A.W;R.F.){Cedar 
Waxwing 1270{Northern Shrike IjStarling 7608; Red-eyed Vireo 1(B.Cr.)grange- 
crowned Warbler 4 { Nashville Warbler 1 (A. W;R.F. ) { Magnoli a Warb 1 er 3 (A.WjR.F; 

L,&X.F;B.&P.C){ Black-throated Blue Warbler 1(L.&X.F.): Yellow-rumped(Myrtle) 
Warbler 60; Blackburnia n Warbler 1(R.C;V.E.); Yellow Palm Warbler 1(A.W;R.F.); 
Western Palm Warbler 1(L.&X.F.){Common Yellowthroat 2; American Redstart 1 
(A.WjR.F.){House Sparrow 1533; Eastern Meadowlark 46; Ped-winged Blackbird 49916; 
Rusty Blackbird 906{Common Grackle 0551; Brown-headed Cowbird 690;Blackbird sp. 
230; Cardinal 240; Evening Grosbeak 460; Purple FinchllO; Pine Grosbeak 3; 

Common Redpoll 05; Pine Siskin 560; American Goldfinch 1197; Rufous-sided Towhee 
2; Savannah Sparrow 2; Vesper Sparrow 5; Dark-eyed Junco 1355; Tree Sparrow 903; 
Chipping Sparrow 4; Field Sparrow 12; White-crowned Sparrow 6; White-throated 
Sparrow 475; Fox Sparrow 27; Swamp Sparrow 114 ; SorgSparrow 253; Lapland Long- 
spur 24; Snow Bunting 534, 

Total: 130 species plus one subspecies. About 103,305 individuals, 

Seen day before or day after Count Day but not on Count Day:Short-eared Owl(D.B.) 
American Golden Plover (K.M.), 

Observers:Kay Barron,David Brewer,IIa?.el Broker, Bill & Pat Campbell, John Challen, 
Jerry & Nina Chappie,Barry'Cherriere,Michael Clark,Bill Crins(B.Cr.),Joyce & 

Chris Crowley,Robert Curry,Dorothy Curtis-Hare,Ted Dinniwell,Jim Dowall,Bruce 
Duncan(Compiler:Box 512,Caledonia,Ontario N0A. 1A0),Vern Evans,Luke & Xavier Fazio 
Robert Finlayson,Joan Forbes,Sheila Forbes,Mike Furber,Alex Gray,Ray Gilbert, 

(continued on page 75J 
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD HEC0RD5 

Number of species recorded to December 16, I960 - 265 

"" - indicates first record for the year 
F - indicates first record for the migration 
L - indicates last record for the migration 


Common Loon 

Nov. 

23 

1 Beach Canal 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Arctic Loon 

Nov. 

16 L 

1 Beach Canal 

Curry, Evans, Bryant 

H orned Grebe 

Nov. 

30 

1 Tollgates Pond 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Dble-c. Cormorant 

Nov. 

16 

1 Beach Canal 

Curry, Bryant, Evans 

Great Blue Heron 

Nov. 

15 

13 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 


Nov. 

23 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Bl-c. Night Heron 

Sep. 

28 

25 Van Wagner's Beach 

George Meyers 

Mute Swan 

Nov. 

11 

1 Prince 1 s Point 

Michael Clark 

Arctic Loon 

Nov. 

20L 

1 Beach Canal 

Bob Finlayson 

Red-throated Loon 

Nov. 

29* 

1 Burlington Golf Club 

Bob Finlavson 

Canada Goose 

Nov. 

15 

26 0 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Gadwall 

Nov. 

15 

20 East end 0 ^ Bay 

Michael Clark 

Pintail 

Nov. 

23 

5 Dundas Hydro Station 

Michael Clark 

Gre°n-winged Teal 

Nov. 

11 

100 East end of Bay 

Michael Clark 


Nov. 

23 

45 Dundas Hydro Station 

Michael Clark 

Northern Shoveler 

Nov. 

30 

106 Tollgates Pond 

Kevin McLaughlin 


Dec. 

6 

32 East end of Bay 

Michael Clark 

Wood Duck 

Nov. 

19 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Bob Finlayson 

Canvasback 

Nov. 

29 

51 La Salle Park 

Bob Finlayson 

Black Scoter 

Nov. 

21 

3 Beach Canal 

J. H. Williams 

Ruddy Duck 

Nov. 

15 

40 Ea,st end of Bay 

Michael Clark 


Nov. 

23 

15 East end of Bay 

Michael Clark 

H coded Merganser 

Oct. 

20 

14 York Read Pond 

Bob Finlayson 


Nov. 

29 

. 4 East end of Bay 

Michael Clark 

Turkey Vulture 

Nov. 

5L 

2 over Ancaster 

Sarah WoGd 

Goshawk 

Nov. 

23 

1 Ea.st end of Bay 

Michael Clark 

Rough-legged H awk 

Oct. 

12F 

1 over Dundas 

Bob Finlayson 


Nov. 

29 

1 Woodland Cemetery 

Bob Finlayscn 

Marsh H awk 

Dec. 

1 

1 Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Bruce Duncan 

Peregrine Falcon 

Oct. 

4 

1 Woodland Cemetery 

Dave Copeland 

Merlin 

Dec. 

5 

1 Hwy. 8 above Dundas 

Tom & Anne Reid 

Killdeer 

Nov. 

30 

5 Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Black-b. Plover 

Nov. 

15L 

1, 1 Dundas Marsh; E. Bay 

Kevin McLaughlin 

American Woodcock 

Nov. 

8 L 

1 Ancaster 

Chauncey Wood 

Greater Yellowlegs 

Nov. 

15 

2 Dundas Marsh 

K"-vin McLaughlin 

Lesser Yellowlegs 

Nov. 

15L 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 

White-rumped Sdpr. 

Nov. 

15L 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Bonaparte 1 s Gull 

Nov. 

23 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Black-legged 

Nov. 

11 * 2 

imm. Beach Canal 

R. Curry, P. Whalen 

Kittiwake 

Nov. 

16 1 

imm. Van Wagner's Beach 

Curry, Bryant, Evans 

Ringed Turtle Dove 

Dec. 

16 

1 Grimsby 

Jack Mclnally 

Mourning Dove 

Nov. 

20 

25 Jerseyville Road 

Tom & Anne Reid 

Yellow-b. Cuckoo 

Oct. 

5L 

1 Spencer Ck. at Marsh 

Bob Finlayscn 

Screech Owl 

Oct. 

13 

1 Cedar Av. Burlingtrn 

Ruth Summers 


Nov. 

30 

2 Sulphur Springs 

Curry, Evans, McTavish 


Dec. 

10 

1 Lowville 

William Smith 

Snowy Owl 

Nov. 

13 F 

1 Beach Canal 

Robert Curry 


Nov. 

15 

1 Tollgates Pond 

Kevin McLaughlin 
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Long-eared Owl 

Nov. 

12 F 

7 Spencer Ck. at Marsh 

Bob Finlaysc n 


Dec. 

9 

2 Bronte Rd & U Middle Rd. Robert Waldhuber 

Saw-whet Owl 

Oct. 

29F 

1 Grey Doe Trail RBG 

Bob Finlayscn 


Nov. 

10 

1 Rousseau School, Ancaster Sarah Wood 


Dec. 

9 

2 U Middle Rd. & Bronte i 

Rd.R. Waldhuber 

Bl-b. 3-toed Wdpkr 

Nov. 

17 

1 Sulphur Springs 

Marion & K.W. Wallace 

Tree Swallow 

Dec.3, 5 

12, 1 Grand River Caledonia 

Bruce Duncan 


Dec. 

7L 

1 Grand River Caledonia 

R. Curry 

Tufted Titmouse 

Nov. 

30 

1 30 Oriole Cr Grimsby 

George Meyers 

Red-br. Nuthatch 

Nov. 

30 

7 Sulphur Springs 

Curry, Evans, McTavish 

House Wren 

Oct. 

28L 

1 Indian Point 

Joan Allingham 

Carolina Wren 

Nov. 

19 

1 Rosemary L. Ancaster 

Sarah Wood 


Dec. 

8 

2 Griksby 

Jack Mclnally 

N. Mockingbird 

Nov. 

7 , 30 

1, 1 Ancaster; Grimsby 

Sarah Wood; G. Meyers 


Dec. 

11 

1 5 Oak Knoll Drive 

Henry Sprague 

Gray Catbird 

Oct. 

29L 

1 Grey Doe Trail R.B.G. 

Bob Finlayson 

Brown Thrasher 

Oct. 

29L 

1 Grey Dee Trail R.B.G. 

Bob Finlayson 

American Robin 

Nov. 

23 

60 R. B. G. Arboretum 

Tom & Anne Reid 

Eastern Bluebird 

Dec. 

1 

3 Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Bruce Duncan 

Ruby-cr. Kinglet 

Dec. 

6 

1 upper Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Warbling Virec 

Oct. 

23 L 

1 Grimsby 

George Meyers 

N. Parula Warble r 

Oct. 

7L 

1 Rosemary L. Ancaster 

Sarah Wood 

Black-th. Blue W. 

Oct. 

11L 

1 Spencer Ck. at Marsh 

Bob Finlayson 

W. Palm Warbler 

Oct. 

5 

1 Dundas 

Bob Finlaysc n 

C. Yellowthrc.at 

Nov. 

19 

1 Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Bruce Duncan 

Common Grackle 

Ncv. 

26 

2 Cedar Av. Burlingtcn 

Ruth Summers 

Evening Grosbeak 

Oct. 

11F 

1 Westdale Park 

Bob Finlayson 


Nov. 

1, 17 

1, 2 Ancaster; above Dundas 

S. Wood; T. & A. Reid 


Dec.l, 6 25; 13 Grimsby 

George Meyers 


Dec. 

7 

40 Lowville 

William Smith 

Purple Finch 

Dec. 

7 

8 Lowville 

William Smith 

Common Redpoll 

Nc.v. 

6 

6 Rosemary L. Ancaster 

Sarah Wood 


Dec. 

6, 8 

2, 3 Burlington; Grimsby 

G. North; George Meyers 

Pine Siskin 

Oct. 

12 

25 7 Bedford Pk Dr Grimsby George Meyers 


Dec. 

6 

70 upper Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

White-w. Crossbill 

Nov. 

30 * 

1 Sulphur Springs 

Curry, Evans, McTavish 

Rufous-s. Towhee 

Dec. 

14 

1 Doverccurt, Burlingtcn 

Fred & Marie DuCheneau 

Vesper Sparrow 

Nov. 

6 l 

1 upper Dundas Marsh 

Bob Finlayson 

Am. Tree Sparr-w 

Oct. 

6 f 

1 Dundas Dump 

Bob Finlayson 

White-crowned 

Nov. 

19 

1 Dundas Dump 

Bob Finlaysc n 

Sparrow 

Dec. 

6 

1 upper Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

White-throeted 

Dec. 

13 

5 46 Osier Dr Dundas 

Nate & Mary Topluck 

Sparrow 

Dec. 

14 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

Thelma Powell 

Fox Sparrow 

Oct. 

29 

8 Grey Doe Trail R.B.G. 

Bob Finlayson 

Lapland Longspur 

Nov. 

11 

1 Beach Canal 

R. Curry, P. Whalen 

Snow Bunting 

Oct. 

23 F 

200 Q. E. Way, Grimsby 

George Meyers 


Nov. 

20 

25 Weir's Lane 

Tom & Anne Reid 

Sorry, Mrs. Mary Foley, 

of 31 Daccta Street, St. Catharines, we only report birds 


seen in an area within twenty-five miles cf the corner rf York and Dundurn Sts., 
Hamilton, and sc, cannot mention your observation cf a Brown Thrasher from November 
18 through December 5 feeding on rid apples; perhaps ycu might persuade a St. Ca¬ 
tharines or Niagara club to publish such sightings. 

Please send your bird records by the 10th -f the month to George W. North, 

857 Eagle Drive, Burlington, Ont., L7T 3A3, f r phone 634-5463 
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TREE IDENTIFICATION-SATURDAY. OCTODER 4,1930 

by Phyllis Vair 

The afternoon was dull, cold and very windy with a slight sprinkle of 
rain as 24 members set off from the Arboretum parking lot with our leader, . 
Bill Gilmour, The object was to learn more about our native trees and to 
identify them by leaf, bud and bark and Bill was certainly the one to teach us. 
We stayed in the open area following the edge of the ravine from the Nature 
Centre to the Lilac Dell, 

The first shrub to be examined was the Red-Osier Dogwood with its reddish 
branches and clusters of white berries. Later we found the Grey or Red-Pan- 
icledDogwood which also has white berries but. borne on red stalks and the 
brancl7es“were grey. Near the end of our walk on the slopes above the Lilac 
Dell the F lowering Dogwood had red fruits and looking closely we discovered 
that the top-shaped flower buds were already formed. 

Red Rasp ber ry has prickles rather than thorns and the compound leaves 
are quite white on the underside. Next came Stagho rn S uma c which has the 
staminate and pistilate flowers on separate trees. T e large cone-shaped 
clusters of fruit densely coated with bright red hairs were a distinguishing 
feature of the trees which had borne the female flowers. 

Continuing on we saw the Large-Tooth Aspen with large grey downy buds, 
Ironwood or H op Hornbeam with the flower buds for next year already formed, 
had leaves which were very similar to those of the Blue Be ech which is also 
sometimes called Ironwoo d. The bark of the former, however, is rough and 
scaly whereas the Blue Beech is easily identified by its smooth, bluish- 
grey muscled trunk. Nearby was a Basswood with uneven-based, large,heart- 
shaped leaves. 

The C hoke Cherry and young Black Cherry are hard to tell apart too. 

The leaves are similar but those of the latter have brown hairs along the 
midrib. The Common Buckt horn, its twigs ending in sharp spines, and the 
Wild G rape were next on the list. Then came the Thicket Creeper which most 
of us called Virginia Creeper at first glance. However the Thicket Creeper 
lacks the cups or disks at the ends of the tendrils which the Virginia Creeper 
has and uses to attach itself to the bark of the trees it climbs. 

At one end of an azalea bed and standing straight and tall but leafless 
was Ma Bel l Tree (Polus telephonensis)-so labelled by an imaginative R.B.G. 
staff member adding humorous note to our day. But becoming serious again, 
we went on to examine the Red Maple with a V-shaped notch in the leaves 
and the leaves of a nearby Sugar Maple with U-shaped notches between the 
upper lobes. Later we found the Ma nitoba or Ashleaf Maple with compound 
leaves. 

Ashes are easily recognized as a group but the species are often diffi¬ 
cult to distinguish, The Wh ite A sh, we discovered, has gray bark with 
diamond-shaped ridges on the trunks of older trees. The 5-9 leaflets are 
stalked and are quite white on the underside. 

The compound leaves of the Black Walnut usually have no terminal leaflet. 
The bark is dark and deeply grooved and the ridges were not shiny. The Bu tteit- 
nut which we observed later also had rough bark but the tops of the ridges were 
smooth making a shiny interlaced grey pattern superimposed upon the black 
furrows. The leaves of the tree have a terminal leaflet. Plow does one manage 
to remember all of these clues? 


(continued on next page) 



Tree Identification (continued) 
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The mature Shagbark Hick ory was easily recognized by its light-coloured 
bark hanging in very shaggy,long,loose strips while the bark of the Pignut 
Hickor y which we found in the Lilac Dell was tight and smooth ridged and its 
fruit was enclosed in a thin, reddish-brown husk. 

The oaks were well represented. The White Oak with its round-lobed 
leaves has grey bark which is slightly furrowed to scaly. The oblong acorns 
set in a bowl-like cup covered with warty scales matures in one season. We 
were told, whereas the acorn3 of the Red Oak and the black Oak which we 
also found along the edge of the slope mature in their second season. The 
lobes of the leaves of both of these latter species are bristle tipped and 
similar but the leaves of the Black Oak are somewhat hairy beneath. The Pin 
Oalc_which Bill pointed out to us among the Arboretum plantings had horizontal 
^ranches witn many short slender branchlets standing out from these branches, 

Witch Hazel was in bloom, the flowers with their long narrow golden- 
yellow petals always seeming so unexpected at this time of year. An extract 
of the bark has long been used for medicinal purposes. 

On and on we went, stopping to review and constantly finding new species. 
White Spruce , Bittersweet Nigh tshade. Bush Honeysuckle.Ninebark. Red-Ber ried 
Elder,etc,etc. Forty-eight species in all and our heads a-whirl with clues. 

It all seemed so easy when Bill pointed out the identifying features. I for 
one, aim to go back to test my memory. Thanks, Bill Gilmour, for a well- 
taught lesson. 


" WHAT’S STILL BLOOMING, AND FRUITING IN THE DUNDAS VALLEY 11 

by Shirley Klement - November 15,1900 

Luckily the interested group of naturalists for the fall walk intrigu- 
ingly titled "What's still blooming and fruiting in the Dundas Valley"waited 
until two latecomers (who had been walking with a Bruce Trail group)arrived, 
There were ten of us who drove off to find out the answers with our leaders. 
Dean Gugler and Dorothy Curtis-Hare on Saturday afternoon. What fun we had 
and many questions were asked and answers given', I The overcast day was 
cool but the rusts of the beech and oak trees and the grey-whites of the 
golden rods and milkweeds in seed combined with the evergreens and buckthorn 
leaves to create autumn colour, 

( We had a lot of fun identifying berries of various shapes and colours; 
□lacks or the buckthorn and grape; reds of the roses, cratoapples, barberry and 
sumac; yellow of the hawthorn; seedpods of milkweed, heal-all,agrimony,vervain, 
dock,yarrow,bergamot and mullein were a few of the 25 species we found. Galls 
were in evidence on the rose branches,oak leaves and goldenrod stems. We 
found spinulose wood fern with its "thumbs", according to Dorothy! 

Beechdrops were common and quite striking in the beech and hemlock woods 
along the ravine and while searching for beechnuts we found one of our few 
mushrooms - Cordyceps capitata(no English name, sorry) which was rather 
exciting as this is a mushroom parasitic on an aval false truffle(Elaphomyces) 
which we dug down and found. Flowering plants including goldenrod,red and 
white clovers, dandelion,mustard,azure and New England asters and Dean's 
favourite, the Deptford pink, were in bloom as well as our only flowering 
tree, the witch hazel. 

It was a lovely walk,with friendly interesting people and we heard birds- 
chickadees and bluejays of course, but also a song sparrow. We saw a great 
blue heron fly overhead and found flowering plants in and out of bloom;seed 

(continued on page 85) 
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FOREST MANAGEMENT PROGRAM IN HALTON REGION 

-(The following was outlined in a letter to Bruce Duncan from John C.BuSh, 

Forest Management Supervisor ,11.R.C ,A_,-Apr i _16 J /G0_-)_ __________ 

"The following is information which you requested some time ago regarding 
our Forest Management Program and recent activities at our Crawford Lake 
Conservation Area. 

In 1974, the Conservation Authority with the assistance of the Ministry 
of Natural Resources undertook a forest inventory of all the forested area 
owned by the Halton Region Conservation Authority. 

Wit.h the inventory completed in 1975, a management plan was prepared 
for a 20 year period including two 10 year operating plans, The management 
plan outlines the work program in these areas and the long term goals and 
objectives for a 20 year period. Emphasis is on developing a strong silvi¬ 
cultural base which can support increased recreational use,.and provide a 
healthy, vigourous ecosystem for native wildlife species. 

To implement this 20 year plan, an operating plan was developed for the 
first 10 year period. This plan outlines the specific "on the ground" pro¬ 
jects to oe completed in order to realize the overall management objectives 
and will provide an up-to-date inventory of all forest lands included in this 
plan. An estimate is also made of the approximate cost of each project, and as 
projects are completed, the actual cost i3 entered along with the year of 
completion. 

From this operating plan, the annual work program is developed. 
All projects proposed for completion during that year are included and an 
indication is made of the funds required. 

At the end of the first 10 year operating period, the 20 year plan is 
reviewed and may be revised if necessary, and a new 10 year plan must be 
written. 

Management Philosphy and Objectives 

The overall management philosophy is to manage these lands extensively, 
ie.by including activities which do not require extensive physical improvements 
to their highest potential.considering the capabilities of each site,through 
an integrated program of total resource management. 

To implement this philosophy, a primary objective and a number of compat¬ 
ible secondary objectives are defined for each tract, and perhaps for each stand. 
The management objectives are - 

1. To provide a continuous periodic source of raw material,with a resultant 
upgrading of the forest base. 

2. To develop and maintain necessary habitat for wildlife. 

3. To provide for "extensive" recreational uses. 

4. To conserve soil and water resources. 

These objectives are not necessarily listed in order of importance. 
Development of a healthy,vigorous forest is considered basic to all four 
objectives. 

The following sections describe how the four objectives will be attained; 

1. A continuous Source of F orest Products 

The principle species presently gcowing in these forest areas are the 
upland hardwoods, consisting of hard maple and its associates: white ash 
basswood, black cherry.red oak,etc. The majority of these stands are of’poor 
quality,tne result of shallow site and past high-grading practices which 
hove resulted in mainly poor quality, cull, and inferior species. These 
stands must be gradually upgraded through a series of selective improvement 
and harvest cuts, with emphasis on development of a vigorous understory of the 
netter species. These cuts will undoubtedly yield a supply of sawlogs and/or 
fuelwood and will produce some revenue. In time, with careful management, 
these stands con again produce a continuing source of sawlogs and veneer lo^s 
from regulated periodic cuts. 
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Forest Management Program in Halton Region (continued) 

In the marking of these stands for improvement or harvest cuts, a 
conscious effort is made to insure that anumber of "den trees", and food 
producing species such as hickory, oak, beech, and cherry are retained in the 
stand. In addition, uncommon species when encountered, are maintained as much 
as possible, in consideration of our recreational and aesthetic objectives. 

Many of the flatter upland hardwood sites in these forest areas were 
originally cleared by the early settlers for use as farmland. In most cases, 
these areas provided only marginal farmland at best, especially on shallow 
escarpment sites. Many of these sites were acquired by the Halton Region 
Conservation Authority and were consequently planted to a variety of coniferous 
species; Red Pine,White Pine,White Spruce,Jack Pine,Scotch Pine and European 
Larch,depending on soil and moisture regimes. Since these stands were planted 
in a variety of combinations and patterns,each stand is considered individually 
in regard to its ability to contribute to the multiple use output philosophy. 

The overall aim in management of these coniferous stands will be to 
gradually convert the majority to more natural mixed hardwood stands,over the 
period of their rotation(approximately 70 years). This is accomplished by 
allowing sufficient light to reach the forest floor through a series of 
regulated thinnings, to allow the young hardwood understory to develop. 

At the same time, these intermediate coniferous thinnings will increase 
the growth in the remaining conifer stand and will provide a periodic supply 
of pulpwood and boltwood to local markets. 

The remainder of the upland stands are located on shallow soils and emphasis 
will be on maintaining this cover to protect the site with emphasis on wildlife 
values, 

On the wetter,lowland sites are found such species as silver maple,black 
ash,yellow birch and white cedar. While these stands generally hove a low 
value for forest products, they have a very significant value as nesting 
habitat for waterfowl. 

A number of the better quality silver maple stands will yield a supply 
of quality sawlogs,but emphasis will be on site protection in these operations, 

2. Development and Maintenance of Wildlife Habitat 

The development of good wildlife habitat is an integral or indirect benefit 
of effective forest management, If stands receive regulated periodic thinnings 
to maintain optimum growth, then light will bo permitted to enter the stands. 

This will permit the development of a lush understory which will provide a 
viable food source for wildlife. 

Wildlife management techniques are designed to provide an adequate food 
source, suitable habitat and satisfactory environment to create a natural 
balance of the native wildlife species. 

Coniferous plantations are considered by most biologists to be the least 
productive forest type for wildlife, although they do have their own specific 
residents. It should be noted, however, that les3 than 5 per cent of these 
forest areas are in coniferous plantation,and that these plantations vary in age 
from 5 to 40 years. Therefore, at any one time, only a very small percentage 
of the stands will have the tightly closed characteristic of stands in the 
20-30 year age class. In addition,the majority of these stands are smaller 
than 5 acres in size and are bordered by natural hardwoods and hence provide 
necessary shelter. Pre-commercial thinnings are required to prevent the 
closed canopy situation. 

Fence Lines are maintained with emphasis on such species as wild grope, 
pin cherry and choke cherry, and accented by additional wildlife shrub plantings 
of multiflora rose, Russian olive, Autumn olive and caragana as required. 

Care must be taken to insure that these fence lines receive adequate light 
to promote their development. These fence lines provide excellent runways, 
food source, and shelter for woodcock, grouse and rabbits. 



83 

Forest Management Program in Halton Region (continued) 

Roadways through plantations must be sufficiently wide to encourage the 
development of edge cover, and may be accented with wildlife plantings. This 
technique should create additional food and cover and should improve the 
aesthetic appeal of the plantation. 

In managing the natural upland hardwood forest stands,emphasis is 
on creating an all-aged forest with 3 or 4 well defined age classes. Through 
a series of selective improvement cuts the stand will be opened with the 
resultant development of a dense understory which provides excellent habitat 
for wildlife. 

In cutting operations, care is taken to insure that a component of "mast" 
or food producing species are retained in the stand wherever possible. The 
common"mast" species are beech,oak,hickory and cherry, and these species 
when present provide a very effective food source for birds and squirrels. These 
species also add to the diversity of forest cover and provide increased aesthetic 
appeal. 

"Den Trees" are another effective method of creating habitat for 
wildlife. An attempt is made to include at least one den tree per acre for this 
purpose. 

In stand improvement operations there are often large quantities of slash 
material creatod. This material is effectively used to create "brush piles" 
as cover for wildlife, When an adequate crib structure is built under the 
brush pile, they last for many years. 

These techniques, when combined with an effective forest management pro¬ 
gram significantly increase the carrying capacity of this forest area for the 
native wildlife species. 

3. Provisions for Recreational Uses in the Forest 

The general public are making increasing use of the present llalton Region 
Conservation Authority faests. The present uses include hiking,bird and anmmal 
viewing, educational field trips, hunting,snowmobiling and cross country 
skiing. ■ 

To facilitate these recreational activities, a network of all-weather 
roads, access trails and parking areas should be provided. These roads and 
trails will be available for use by the pedestrian public, and will provide 
access to many areas of the properties, and many points of interest. A number 
of parking lots should be developed where necessary, on the more heavily used 
tracts to allow safe and controlled access. 

There are a number of very pleasing topographic and physcial features 
on these areas, especially in areas along the escarpment. An attempt should 
be made to provide access to these features but designed safely to protect both 
man and environment. 

The provision of recreation opportunity must be an active product of all 
management activities carried out in these forests. The demand for this type 
of activity and hence for use of these forest areas,will increase in the 
years to come. 

4. Conservation of Soil and Water Resources 

The major area of concern is in conserving and protecting the source areas 
of streams and the lowland hardwood forests which protect the drainage pattern 
of the surrounding area. Management in this area will be concentrated on 
providing continuing cover in these areas and also on improving these sights 
for waterfowl habitat. 

The soils along the escarpment are shallow in nature and are underlain by 
limestone formations. Management on these shallow sites will be achieved by 
maintaining continuous forest cover. Care should be taken to assure that 
these areas are not exposed to the effects of the sun and dry winds. 
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Forest Management Program in Halton Region (continued) 

The Crawford Lake Conservation Area is managed in part by the Forestry 
Department in conjunction with the master plan prepared by staff and approved 
by the Ministry of Natural Resources, 

The particular stand of trees in question at Crawford Lake Conservation 
Area is 70 acres in size. The predominant species are Hard Maple,Beech,Red 
Oak and Black Cherry. The average age is 100 years, overage height is 100+' 
and the basal area was 1.4 or 1407. stocking. 

After a study of rare bird,plant and animal components was completed here, 
it was decided by staff that a selective thinning of this woodlot could and 
should be carried out to improve the spacing and the residual trees and promote 
a more vigorous understory for native wildlife. At this point,the Ministry of 
Natural Resources Forest Management Branch at Cambridge was contacted for 
assistance in marking the trees that should be removed. It was then decided 
by the Conservation Authority to let out a contract to a local lumber company 
to remove the marked trees. The company successful in getting the contract 
was Hawkesville Hardwoods of Canada Ltd. They were instructed to work only 
in the winter months and not during any wet periods that may occur during the 
winter in order to avoid unnecessary damage to the soil or vegetation in this 
woodlot. Due to very wet weather in the 197S-79 winter, the company was 
unable to finish this contract in the prescribed time. 

An extension was granted to finish the contract in the winter of 1979-G0, 
The project is complete now and I will be assessing the good or bad effects 
of the logging over the next 3 to 4 years. 

In summary, I would like to thank you and your Naturalists Club for 
your concern and assure you that much careful thought and study was carried 
out before thinning this woodlot and the project was completed in the best 
interests of conservation. 

I hope this will provide some better understanding of what we are doing 
at Crawford Lake and in other woodlots owned by the Authority. 

John C. Bush,Forest Management Supervisor 

CONSERVATION DIRECTOR’S REPLY-(Sept.l/GO) 

Dear Mr. Bush; 

Thank you for your very informative letter of April 16,19G0 concerning 
the Halton Region Conservation Authority's Forest Management Program. It is 
obvious that careful thought and planning has gone into this program and that 
your major objectives attempt to satisfy demands for multiple use of your 
Conservation Areas. There is, however, one "use" (and I place that word in 
quotation marks deliberately) which our - organization is particularly concerned 
with and which wo are unsure is being met in your Program. That "use” is the 
retention of diversity of both natural areas and species of plants and animals 
within those areas in the Halton Region, Me are not concerned that such areas 
be available to the public, including ourselves, although having accessto some 
would be both enjoyable and educational, but more that they are preserved as a 
natural heritage. 

Me recognize that this attitude to natural areas is in many ways anti¬ 
thetical to forest management (in our view,we often see forest management as 
antithetical to preservation of diversity). However, we do feel that both 
can be accommodated within the bounds of Conservation Authority jurisdiction. 
Simply because a woods is there does not mean that it must be managed or that 
an old field must be turned into a pine plantation because it is "empty". For 
example, the woods forming the habitat of the Most Virginia White Butterfly 
could not be managed for lumber as this would contravene Section 5 of the 
Endangered Species Act of Ontario, 1971. As well, woods harbouring such species 
as Red-shouldered Hawks or Flowering Dogwood or Hackberry trees or salamanders 
of the Ambystoma jeffersonianum complex, particularly the rarer forms, should 
be looked upon as repositories of particularly scarce life forms rather than 
as potential areas for lumber production. Certain sorts of "old fields" 


are 
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Conservation Director's Reply (continued) 

important as nesting areas for such uncommon birds as Eastern Bluebird, 

Upland Sandpiper, Grasshopper Sparrow, Blue-winged and Golden-winged Warbler, 
and the now rare-in-Ontario Loggerhead Shrike, These surely,merit con¬ 
sideration along with uniform stands of pines. Our point is that,considering 
the small number and fragmented nature of fine natural areas in southern 
Ontario, those that are outstanding because of the flora and fauna within 
them should be maintained for these species. 

We feel that forest management for lumber inevitably produces an abun¬ 
dance of commoner plants and animals and that the often unknown factors 
that cause rarer forms to inhabit such woods can be changed. Temperature, 
light and humidity at ground level, micro-drainage systems based on trunks 
and roots of very large and well-established trees, fungal and bacterial 
associations are quite dramatically changed at the microhabitat level as 
well as macroscopically with tree cutting. Orchids are a well-known example 
of plant species with very specific site demands hot all of which are known; 
they readily(almost eagerly) disappear with changes to their habitat. 

What we are suggesting is that the forest Management Program not be the 
sole criterion applied to the woodlots owned by the IIRCA, There are forests 
in your watershed worthy of preservation rather than management and ones 
that should be allowed to grow to an "overmature" state for the sake of plants 
and animals which are scarce and which require such an environment. In fact, 
we would recommend that provision for and maintenance of habitat and species 
diversity be included as a fifth management objective,additional to the four 
you mentioned in 3 r our letter. This would necessitate assessment of Conser¬ 
vation Areas by competent naturalists and sitting aside of particularly 
important sites. Also, we would hope that a few wooded areas could be left 
entirely alone to grow undisturbed to the "overmature" state and act as 
natural laboratories quite unique in the Halton Region. 

Please do not think that we are only critical of your Program. Your 
wildlife encouragement techniques involving den and mast trees in managed 
woods, the growth of a lush herbaceous layer,the planting of berry shrubs, 
maintenance of hedgerows, and provision of brushpiles arc all sound practices. 
They do work for some species, particularly small and large game animals. 

Also, by putting in well-marked and groomed trails, you discourage off-trail 
hiking, skiing, etc. We also noted favourably the reference to "uncommon 
species of trees" which "are maintained as much as possible". 

Many of our 550 members visit the Halton Region Conservation Authority 
parks for the study and enjoyment of the plants and animals there and we hope 
to continue to do so in a pleasing and interesting environment. There are 
members who would very likely be pleased to assist you or the H.R.C.A, staff 
in the identification of flora and fauna in your Conservation Areas or 
other properties, particularly in sites considered for maintenance of species 
diversity. Please contact me should you wish such aid. 

Bruce Duncan ,Conservation 
Director, HNC. 


What's Still Blooming - D undas Valley - (cont'd from page 80) 

pods so different from their flowers and trees with no leaves. It was a jigsaw 
sort of day as we rearranged plants into their fall clothes and identified thorn 
that way. Thanks to our leaders for making it so enjoyable and hopefully we will 
see more amateur botanists out on our future walks. Bring a field guide and inter¬ 
est and questions and we will help ea.ch other to become a little more than just 
amateurs!! 

On the next page is a listing of the plants seen and identified during this 
outing. 









Mushrooms 
Ink cap 

White hygrophorus 
Gordyceps capitata 
Puffball 
Witch's butter 

F lowering Plants 

Deptford Pink 

Goldenrod 

Red Clover 

Dandelion 

White Clover 

Mustard 

Witch Hazel 

Azure Aster 

New England Aster 

Trees 

White Oak 
Red Oak 
Beech 
Hemlock 
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Fruit ing Bodies 


Ferns 

Spinulose Woodfern 


Shrubs 

Rose 

Buckthorn 

Sumac 

Barberry 

Hawthorn 

Crabapple 

Elderberry 

Parasitic Plants 
Beech-drops 

Galls 

Rose Gall 
Oak Gall 
Goldenrod Gall 

Birds 

Blue Heron 
Chickadee 
Blue Jay 
Song Sparrow 
Gulls 


Red, white and yellow Clover 
Plantain 

Asters, azure & New England 

Asparagus 

Goldenrod 

Bergamot 

Queen Anne's Lace 

Vervain 

Milkweed 

Nightshade 

Goatsbeard 

Viper's Bugloss 

Heal-all 

Rough-fruited Cinquefoil 

Dock 

Yarrow 

Celandine 

Agrimony 

Violets 

Mullein 

Devil's Hawlcweed 


"THE BRAVE KILLDEER" 


(A friend of mine, Jim Mitchell, an attendant and grounds keeper at Burlington 
Golf Club, was driving the mowers one day last spring when, as he told me, ''Some¬ 
thing promoted me to stop — but I didn't know why. "About to start up again, I 

felt I should not move the tractor pulling the mowers. Suddenly a mother killdoer 
came out from beside the front wheel and there was a nest with eggs in it. 

The following is Jay Emm's record of what happened. The sequel is that the 

area was roped off to protect it from the parade of golfers during following days 

and in due course, 4 baby balls of feathers were hatched. Four young killdeors 
who nearly missed seeing the light of day — but for a man's intuition and love 
of nature. - - - Bob Doering) 


IN CRUEL DESTRUCTION'S PATH SHE LAY 
DEFENCELESS, YET DEFENDING 
BOUND BY THE TIES OF NATURE CODE 
DISASTER CLOSE, IMPENDING! 

UNHEARD WAS HER POIGNANT SUPPLICATE 
ABOVE THE ENGINE'S ROAR 
RELENTLESSLY AS TIME AND TIDE 
THE HELLISH MONSTER BORE 

DOWN ON HER NEST, SO HARD TO SEE 
MY GOD, BUT SHE WAS BRAVE 
TWO SPECKLED EGGS BENEATH HER BREAST 
WAS WHAT SHE’D DIE TO SAVE 


INTO THE MAW OF HELL SHE LOOKED 
UNFLINCHING, YET AFRAID 
DEAR LORD, I THOUGHT, HELP ME MAKE THIS 
THE QUICKEST STOP I'VE MADE 

WITH BATED BREATH, AND POUNDING HEART 
MY EYES SEARCHED DESPERATELY 
WAS I IN TIME! FOR NOTHING STIRRED 
AND NOTHING COULD I SEE 

THEN INDESCRIBABLE RELIEF 
DISPELLED OUR EVERY FEAR 
BENEATH THE RUBBER OVERHANG 
EMERGED THE BRAVE KILLDEER 


THEN DANGER! DANGER!! FLASHED MY BRAIN 
AND WRECKED MY REVERIE 
SCANT INCHES FROM MY CRUSHING WHEEL 
SHE MUTELY STARED AT ME 


FOR ONE LONG MOMENT THERE SHE STOOD 
HEAD COCKED, AND FEET APART 
SO FRAGILE, AND NOW, UNAFRAID 
COMPASSION FILLED MY HEART 

(continued on page 87) 
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Large 

21 Lakeside Drive,Grimsby,Ontario L3M 2K9 

CM 

O 

<± 

1 

IT* 

O'* 


WELCOME TO THESE NEW MEMBERS 



Dorothy Laird, 19 Mountainviev7 Rd.,Dundas,Ontario 

L9I1 5B8 


Mrs. Dayle Rewbotham, 125 Main St.N.,Box 703,Waterdown LOR 2H0 
Dr. & Mrs. C.I.Doris,1211-200 BaySt.S.,Hamilton L8P 4S4 
Mr.& Mrs. E. Char lesvjorth, 955 Birchwood Ave. , Burlington L7T 2H6 
Mr.& Mrs. A. Clements,99 Westminster,Oakville,Ontario 


FROM THE EDITOR 


COLLATIN G SCHEDULE : 

Our thanks go this month to Jeff Blezius, Laurel North, Agnes Hamstra, 
Phyllis Vair and Hazel Broker for getting this issue cf WOOD DUCK together and 
mailed. The schedule for next month is as follows: 

Monday, Jan. 26, 1981 - Margaret Mackenzie, Michael Clarke, Ruth Lenz, 

Margaret Firth. 

We still need one more volunteer for Jan. 26/81. Please sign up at the next 
meeting if you can help. The time is 7 pm at 106 Reding Rd., Anca ster (648-2 859] 


The Brave Kil l deer - (cont'd from page 

CAN MAN AND BIRD COMMUNICATE? 

MOST CERTAINLY, WE DID 

TWO SILENT MORTALS, SHARED RESPECT 

WORDS OTHERWISE, HAD HID 


86 ) 

SUCH COURAGE, MAN HAS SELDOM SEEN 
YET, ONE THING ISN'T CLEAR 
THE MYSTERY OF THE DANGER SIGN 
WHICH SAVED THE BRAVE KILLDEER. 


JAY EM 
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The WOOD DUCIC is the official publication of the Hamilton Naturalists' 
Club and is produced by volunteer members of the Club. The WOOD DUCK 
is published 9 times yearly from September to May inclusive and it is 
mailed free to members. Contributions for publication are most welcome 
and should be addressed to the'Editor, Ron Hepworth, 259 Euston Road, 
Burlington, Ont. L7L 4V8. Deadline for receipt of material is the 1st 
of the month preceding publication date. Articles may be reprinted 
without permission but credit lines would be appreciated. Send Note¬ 
worthy Bird Records to Geo. North, 857 Eagle Dr,Burlington, 0nt.L7T 3A3 
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